
Transparent 
System Code TR-0 TR-1 TR-2 TR-3 TR-4 TR-5 TR-6 TR-7 N/A

Opaque System 
Code N/A OP-1 OP-2 OP-3 OP-4 OP-5 OP-6 OP-7 OP-8

Finish System
Synthetic 

Penet-rating 
& Simulated 

Oil

Standard 
Laquer

Catalyzed 
Laquer

CAB & Water 
Acrylic 
Lacquer

Conversion 
Varnish

Catalyzed 
Vinyl

Catalyzed-
Polyure-thane

Polyester
Polyester / 

Polyure-thane

General 
durability 5 4 3 4 2 2 1 1 1

Finish clarity 1 1 1 2 3 3 4 2 2

Finished 
surface 
flexibility

1 5 3 3 2 2 2 5 4

Stain resistance 5 2 1 2 1 1 1 1 1

Heat resistance 5 5 1 5 1 1 1 1 1

Moisture 
resistance 5 3 2 3 2 1 1 1 1

Solvent 
resistance 5 5 2 5 1 1 1 1 1

Toxicity / Risk* NH H H H H H VH VH VH

Rating:
1 = Excellent through 5 = Poor
NH = Not Hazardous, H = Hazardous, VH = Very Hazardous

AWI Quick Comparison Guide to Sprayable Finish Systems

The numerical ratings are subjective judgements based on the general performance of generic products

*   Toxicity / Risk factor is to the applicator, not the end user


